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Mr. Michael Macs, Pres ident
C l a y t o n , Elyria ,

and Swansea Environmental C o a l i t i o n
2332 East 46th Avenue
Denver, CO 80216

RE: Vasquez Boulevard/ I n t e r s t a t e 70 S i t e

Dear Mr. Macs:
EPA is making progre s s on the f i n a l c l eanup de c i s i on for the r e s id en t ia l s o i l s in the

Vasquez B o u l e v a r d / I n t e r s t a t e 70 (VB/I-70) s i t e . C u r r e n t l y , there is an impor tant o p p o r t u n i t y for
the C l a y t o n , Elyr ia , and Swansea Environmental C o a l i t i o n (CEASE) to p r o v i d e EPA with a
s tatement for our internal N a t i o n a l Remedy Review Board.

As you know, in May 2002, EPA and the C o l o r a d o Department of P u b l i c H e a l t h and
Environment ( C D P H E ) d e v e l o p e d a p r o p o s e d c l e a n u p p l a n for r e s id en t ia l s o i l s in the V B / I - 7 0
site. We received extensive comments on the p l a n f r o m re s id en t s of the Swansea, Elyria, C l a y t o n ,
C o l e , and G l o b e v i l l e ne ighborhoods . In re sponse to those comments, EPA is in the process of
e v a l u a t i n g a new c l eanup a l t ernat ive , requiring soil removal at p r o p e r t i e s where arsenic is greater
than 70 par t s per m i l l i o n or lead is greater than 400 p a r t s per m i l l i o n . T h i s would require muchmore extensive soil removal and would cost 82% more than what we p r o p o s e d in May 2002.

As a re sul t , EPA is convening our " N a t i o n a l Remedy Review Board (NRRB)". T h i s
board reviews new c l eanup p r o p o s a l s in the S u p e r f u n d program where the cost is 20% or more
than the original p r o p o s e d c l eanup p l a n . The NRRB w i l l review our new al t ernat ive and p r o v i d e
us with the ir recommendation. Once EPA Region VIII receives the recommendation, we w i l l
pr epare a new propo s ed c leanup p l a n that i n c l u d e s t h i s new a l t ernat ive , and ask the p u b l i c to
comment on it. EPA will make a f i n a l c l eanup de c i s i on only a f t e r cons idering p u b l i c comments on
the new propos ed cleanup plan.

The NRRB is made up of senior EPA managers, technical and p o l i c y exper t s f r om EPA
H e a d q u a r t e r s , and representat ives f r o m all ten EPA Regions. T h e i r review wi l l be very u s e f u l to
EPA Region VIII, C D P H E , the C E A S E C o a l i t i o n , the rest o f the V B / I - 7 0 community, and a l l th e
other int ere s t ed p e o p l e who have worked on d e v e l o p i n g the best s o lu t i on for the arsenic and lead
in r e s id en t ia l s o i l s at the V B / I - 7 0 Environmental J u s t i c e s i te. For e x a m p l e , the NRRB may have
valuab l e sugge s t i on s for how we can impl emen t the new a l t e rna t iv e in a more cost e f f e c t i v e way.
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At S u p e r f u n d s i t e s where EPA has awarded a T e c h n i c a l A s s i s t a n c e Grant (TAG), we o f f e r
the TAG rec ip i ent an o p p o r t u n i t y to summarize in wr i t ing (10 p a g e s or l e s s ) any concerns or
issues that they bel ieve impor tan t for the NRRB to consider.

If you 'd l ike t o p rov id e th e C E A S E Coal i t i on ' s views in writing, I encourage you t o do
so. J u s t send your submission d i r e c t l y to me at the f o l l o w i n g addre s s by December 6, 2002:

Bonnie L a v e l l e
Remedial P r o j e c t Manager
EPA Region 8
999 18 t h S t r e e t , S u i t e 300
Mail Code 8EPR-SR
Denver, CO 80202

I w i l l ensure that your submission is sent to the NRRB with s u f f i c i e n t t ime for them to
cons ider i t b e f o r e they make a recommendation. If you have ques t ions , p l e a s e don' t h e s i t a t e t o
ca l l me at ( 3 0 3 ) 312-6579, or J e n n i f e r Chergo at ( 3 0 3 ) 3 1 2 - 6 6 0 1 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Bonnie L a v e l l e
Remedial Pro j e c t Manager

cc: Lorraine Granado
Anthony T h o m a s
Antonia Montoya
J o a n H o o k e r
S a n d y Dougla s
L i n d a Armer


